
ENC 1101: Writing Academic Arguments 
Section 1656. Tues: 2-3, Thurs: 3 

 
Instructor: Rebekah Fitzsimmons   Office: 302 Tigert Hall    
Office Hours: Tues 4 or by appt.   Email: rfitz@ufl.edu    
E-learning site: https://elearning.courses.ufl.edu/webct/logon/4457480394061 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course studies the rhetorical and practical elements of writing effective arguments for 
contemporary academic audiences.  
 
The first part of this course (Unit 1) will center various modalities of rhetoric as applied to a 
common, everyday topic: food. Because rhetoric (or the systematic study of persuasion) occurs 
in cultural situations, we will write about and discuss various arguments we encounter inside and 
outside of the classroom when eating, buying, cooking, growing, sharing, studying or thinking 
about food. (Warning: Don’t come to class hungry!) 
 
To further our development as academic writers, we will also establish and maintain a writing 
culture in which we will learn how to analyze both our own and our peers’ writing. Texts will 
include traditional sources like the writing textbook and reader, but we will additionally explore 
the rhetoric of other texts in popular culture like journalistic articles, advertisements, and 
websites. 
 
In the second part of the course (Units 2-5), we will apply our rhetorical and persuasive 
knowledge to real-world issues. To that end, we will specifically focus on the thematic 
intersection(s) between food and society, (including but not limited to economics, immigration, 
environmentalism, human rights, globalization, technology and health).  We will use this theme 
to develop our rhetorical inquires and skills through the remaining argumentative models. In 
these sequential units, each student will examine the rhetorical functions of various types of 
arguments—and the uses of evidence and logical organization inherent in these arguments—
insofar as they inform, shape, and develop our understanding of the relationship between food 
and society. 
 
Moreover, as we establish and practice our argumentative skills through our food theme, we will 
also improve our critical thinking through reading, writing, and discussion, and will attend to 
basic research skills, including documentation and avoiding plagiarism. Additionally, we will 
examine and practice academic conventions of word choice, sentence structure and variation, and 
paragraph formation.  
 
REQUIRED READINGS  
 

1. Andrea A. Lunsford & John J. Ruszkiewicz. Everything’s an Argument [w/o readings]. 
4th edition. Boston:Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007. 

 
2. Lester Faigley. The Brief Penguin Handbook. 3rd Edition. Pearson Education. 

2009. 
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3. Supplementary readings provided through the library ARES system and/or E-
Learning (listed as numbered READINGS on the syllabus). 
 

4. Christopher Hallowell & Walter Levy. Listening to the Earth. New York: 
Pearson/Longman, 2005. (optional) 

 
 
GRADING & COURSE CREDIT POLICIES 
Grading for this course will be rigorous. If an assignment illustrates disregard for spelling, 
grammar, citation guidelines, or a general carelessness in the writing, the assignment will be 
failed.  Do not rely on your instructor for copy-editing, even on drafts. 
 
The writing assignments for this course are designed to meet the minimum requirements of the 
University Writing Requirement credit. To satisfy this requirement, every assignment’s word 
count must be fulfilled. Submitted assignments short of the minimum word count will 
receive zero credit. Any missing assignments may result in failure of the course. 
 
Grading Scale 
Letter Grade  (Out of 100)    (Out of 200)    (4.0 scale)   
A 93-100 200-186 4.0 
A- 90-92 185-180 3.67 
B+ 87-89 179-174 3.33 
B 83-86         173-166 3.0 
B- 80-82 165-160 2.67 
C+ 77-79 159-154 2.33 
C 73-76 153-146 2.0 
C- 70-72 145-140 1.67 
D+ 67-69 139-134 1.33 
D 63-66 133-126 1.0 
D- 60-62 125-120 0.67 
E 0-59 119-0 0.00 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS 
In-Class quizzes (100 points total) 
Unannounced quizzes based on the readings may be given at the start of class on days when 
readings are due. Quizzes will be open-book, (which may include notes you have taken on the 
readings), so plan to bring copies of readings to class.  Quizzes can only be taken in class and no 
make-ups will be offered, including missed quizzes due to absence or tardiness.  Quizzes are 
designed to test comprehension of the readings, spark class discussion and reward students for 
consistently completing their readings. Final quiz grade will be a total of all quiz points, 
(though the number of quiz points offered throughout the semester may total over 100.)     
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Online Responses - (150-250 words x 10 responses =1500-2500 words total, 100 points total) 
Each student will write responses and post them on E-learning.  Unless otherwise announced, 
responses are due by 5pm on Monday night.  Weeks when major paper assignments are due, 
response papers will not be required.  A prompt based on the readings or class discussion will be 
posted, but students may choose to respond to additional topics depending on personal interest, 
current events and class requirements. Responses will be submitted via E-Learning by 
Mondays at 5PM so the instructor may review them before class.  Responses may drive class 
discussion.  Each student will submit ten responses over the course of the semester.  Each 
response will be graded out of 10 points and the final response grade will be a total of those 
points. 
 
Evaluation Project (5-10 minute presentation, 100 points total) 
In class, we will watch the film Fast Food Nation, a fictional adaptation of Eric Schlosser’s book 
of the same title.  In response to the film, students will break into groups, research reviews of the 
book and film, then write their own evaluation of the film and ONE of the arguments against the 
fast food industry that it presents.  Each group will give a 5-10 minute presentation to the class.  
Presentations may include audio/visual elements.   
 
Paper 1: Rhetorical Analysis (750-1000 words, 100 points total) 
As our textbook states, everything constitutes an argument.  As we have seen in class, visual 
media can create an argument just as strongly as a written text.  For this assignment, you will 
analyze a space in which food is sold (examples may include a specific branch of a fast food 
chain, independently owned restaurant, coffee shop, dining hall, outdoor food cart etc.)  In this 
paper, you will analyze how a particular space tries to persuade its readers via argumentative 
structure and rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, and logos).  “Space” can include as much as a 
restaurant’s overall interior design, or as specific as the layout of an overhead menu.  
 
Paper 2: Definition Argument (900-1200 words; 100 points total) 
In this assignment, you will consider a controversial food related topic that revolves around the 
definition of a specific term (i.e. “organic”).   The term may be a part of the national discussion 
or a more personal topic.  In this paper you must make a claim (“organic” isn’t a counterculture 
movement . . .), describe the reason (because companies like WalMart have made it mainstream).  
Attention to rhetorical method, style, and genre are especially important for this assignment. 
 
Paper 3: Causal Argument (1200-1500 words; 200 points total) 
In this paper, you will work to argue that a specific phenomenon within the class theme has a 
specific cause.  As we discussed in class, the obesity epidemic in the United States has a number 
of different causes, many of which are interdependent.  You will identify an issue relating to 
food and identify the various causes.  If done successfully, you will have established a 
convincing line of logical reasoning that also attends to rhetorical subtleties.  
 
Paper 4: Proposal (1800-2100 words; 200 points total) 
For the final paper, you will consider a contemporary scientific problem of society and argue 
four (4) main points—(1) What the problem is; (2) What caused it; (3) Why it should be 
considered a problem; and (4) What can be done about it—while paying particular attention to 
rhetorical scope, audience, and logical organization.  
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In-class quizzes           100 points 
On-line Responses       100 points 
Evaluation Project      100 points 
Paper 1: Rhetorical Analysis     100 points 
Paper 2: Definition Argument     100 points 
Paper 3: Causal Argument     200 points 
Paper 4: Proposal      200 points 
Participation, group work, peer-reviews   100 points 
TOTAL POINTS                  1000 points 
--- 
SCHEDULE  
**This schedule is a guide and will be subject to FREQUENT changes.  Assignments and 
readings should be completed by the day they are listed. 
 
Week 1 

Tuesday, January 5, 2-3 
Introduce course: discuss syllabus, course policies, and “Food, Society and Politics” 
theme, E-learning overview, ARES overview 
 
Thursday, January 7, 3 
Everything’s an Argument (Hereafter “EA”), Ch. 1 

 
Drop/Add ends Monday, January 11 

 
Unit 1: Rhetorical Aspects of Writing OR Food for Thought 

Week 2 
Tuesday January 12, 2-3 
Response Paper #1: Class expectations 
EA Ch. 3 (pg 60-76) Ethos 
READING 1: (ARES) Barbara Kingsolver. Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year 
of Food Life: Ch. 1: Called Home  
 
Thursday January 14, 3 
EA Ch. 4 (pg 78-101) Logos  
READING 2: (ARES) Michael Pollan. "Unhappy Meals. " The New York Times 

Magazine.  
 
Week 3 

Tuesday January 19, 2-3 
EA Ch. 2 (pg 45-59) Pathos  
EA Ch. 14 (pg 411-440) Visual Arguments 
READING 3: (ARES) Anthony Bourdain. “Annals of Gastronomy: Don’t Eat Before 
Reading This.”   
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Thursday January 21, 3 
Response Paper #2 (Due by 5PM Wednesday night) 
EA Ch. 5 (pg 102-134) Thinking Rhetorically & Composing a Rhetorical Analysis 
EA Ch. 16 (pg 469-490) What counts as Evidence 

 Bring food ads to class for Visual Analysis activity  
 
Week 4 

Tuesday January 26, 2-3 
Response Paper #3 
EA Ch. 6 (pg 139-173) Structuring Arguments 
Penguin Ch. 2 (6-18) Plan and Draft 
“Rhetorical Analysis of a Space” examples, Group work 
 
Thursday January 28, 3 
Penguin 4 (37-45) Rewrite, Edit, and Proofread 
Penguin 23L(282-296) Sample Paper with MLA Documentation  
Peer Review- Rhetorical Analysis paper 

 
Unit 2: Defining Thematic Issues or You Are What You Eat 

Week 5 
Tuesday February 2, 2-3 
Paper 1: Rhetorical Analysis Due 
EA Ch. 17 (pg 491-512) Fallacies of Argument 
Grammar Lessons: Bring Penguin to Class 
In-class Logical Fallacies with Monty Python 
 
Thursday, February 4, 3 
EA Ch. 8 (pg 217-239) Arguments of Definition  
READING 4 (ARES) (pg 130-148) Michael Pollan. “Naturally (Behind the Organic-
Industrial Complex.)”  

 
Week 6 

Tuesday, February 9, 2-3 
Response Paper #4 
EA Ch. 18 (pg. 514-526) Intellectual Property, Academic Integrity, and Avoiding 
Plagiarism 
READING 5 (ARES) Steven Shapin, “Paradise Sold” 
READING 6: (ARES) (pg 149-161) Darcy Frey. “How Green is BP?”  
In class exercise: Punctuation Party! 
 
Thursday, February 11, 3 
EA Ch. 19 (pg 528-548) Evaluating and Using Sources  
READING 7: The Omnivore’s Delusion: Against the Agri-intellectual (E-learning) 
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Week 7 
Tuesday, February 16, 2-3 
Response Paper #5 
READING 8: (ARES) Barbara Kingsolver. Ch. 14: “You Can’t Run Away on 
Harvest Day.” 
READING 9:(ARES ) Carol J. Adams. “The Sexual Politics of Meat”  
Introductions/conclusions 
In Class activity: Cookbook Introductions (handouts) 
 
Thursday, February 18, 3 
Tips for reading difficult material (handout) 
READING 10: (ARES) Mary Douglas. “Deciphering a Meal.” 

 
Week 8 

Tuesday, February 23, 2-3 
Peer Review, Definition Argument 
EA Ch. 20 (pg 549-581) Documenting Sources 
Penguin 23 MLA Citations (focus on 244-248, 247, 253, 263, 266, 269, 271).  
In-class: Citation workshop 
 
Thursday, February 25, 3 
Paper 2: Definition Argument Due 
Grammar Day (bring Penguin to class) 

 
Unit 3: Discerning Logical Causes and Effects or  

Which came first: the chicken or the egg 
 
Week 9 

Tuesday, March 2, 2-3 
Response Paper #6 
EA Ch. 10 (pg 285-312) Causal Arguments; Developing Causal Arguments 

READING 11 Time Magazine: Effects of Childhood Obesity 
NIH Website- Causes, risks and effects of obesity 
 

Thursday, March 4, 3 
Penguin: Quotation Marks (484-488) 

 
Spring Break 
 
Week 10 

Tuesday, March 16, 2-3 
Response Paper #7 
READING 13: (ARES) Martin Wolf. “Food crisis is a chance to reform global 
agriculture.”  
READING 14: (ARES) Catherine Rampell. “Obesity and the Fastness of Food”  
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Thursday March 18 
Sample Causal Analysis Papers 
Peer Review: Causal Analysis 

 
Unit 4: Evaluating Argumentative Knowledge or  

Comparing Apples to Oranges  
 

Week 11 
Tuesday, March 23, 2-3 
Paper 3: Causal Analysis DUE 

READING 15: (ARES) Eric Schlosser. Fast Food Nation: Why the Fries Taste So 
Good 
Film Viewing: Fast Food Nation (100 mins) 
 
Thursday, March 25, 3 
Film Viewing: Fast Food Nation (40 mins) 
 

Week 12 
Tuesday, March 30, 2-3 
Response Paper #8 
EA Ch. 9 (pg 250-274), Evaluation Arguments 
Reviews of Fast Food Nation (student provided) 

 
Thursday, April 1, 3 
EA Ch. 15 (pg 441-465) Presenting Arguments 
Group work day- Evaluations and presentations 

 
Unit 5: Proposing Persuasive Solutions or  

Making Lemonade from Lemons 
 
Week 13 

Tuesday, April 6, 2-3 
Group presentations: Evaluations of Fast Food Nation DUE (in class) 
EA Ch. 11 (pp. 327-346) Proposal Arguments 
READING 16: (ARES) Alice Waters. Slow Food Nation. 
 
Thursday, April 8, 3 
READING 17: (ARES) Jonathan Rauch. “Will Frankenfood Save the Planet?”  

 
Week 14 

Tuesday, April 13, 2-3 
Response Paper #9 
EA Ch. 13 (pg 393-409) Humor in Arguments  
READING 18: Swift, Jonathan. “A Modest Proposal” 
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Thursday, April 15 
READING 19: TBA 
Course evaluations 

 
Week 15 

Tuesday, April 20, 2-3 
Response Paper #10 
Peer review of Proposal Papers 
Grammar day: bring Penguin 

 
Wednesday April 21: Last Day of classes 
 
Thursday, April 22: Final Papers DUE by noon. 
 
 
 

Classroom Policies 
 
ATTENDANCE  
Attendance is required. The policy of the University Writing Program is that if you miss more 
than 6 periods during the term, you will fail the entire course. After 4 absences, your grade 
will drop by one letter, after 5 absences, your grade will drop by two letter grades.  Please take 
note that on a Tuesday/Thursday schedule, missing a double period class counts as 2 missed 
classes.   
 
Tardiness: Please do not come late to class; arriving late disrupts the entire class. If you 
enter class after roll has been called, you are late. Two lates count as one absence. If you 
are ten or more minutes late, the door will be closed, which means, “Do not come 
in!” At this point, you have been marked absent, have missed the introduction to the class 
work and will only disrupt your classmates.   
 
The UWP exempts from this policy only those absences involving university-sponsored events, 
such as athletics and band, and religious holidays. Absences related to university-sponsored 
events must be discussed with the instructor prior to the date that will be missed and 
documentation provided.  All other absences will be considered excused and no differentiation 
will be made between absences with a note (doctor, tutor, family member etc.) and unexcused 
absences.  YOU MUST KEEP TRACK OF YOUR OWN ABSENCES! 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you are absent you are still responsible for any in-class work, for any missed 
workshops and for turning assignments in prior to the start of class on the due date.  If you miss 
class, it is your responsibility to get any notes, changes to the schedule or other information from 
a fellow classmate, prior to contacting the instructor with any questions. 
 
Participation: Participation is a crucial part of your success in this class. You will be expected 
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to work in small groups, participate in group discussions, and complete various other activities.  
Writing workshops require that you provide constructive feedback about your peers’ writing. In 
general, you are expected to contribute constructively to each class session.  Failure to do so will 
result in deductions from your participation grade.   
 
Phone calls, texting, IMing, checking Facebook, leaving class repeatedly, doing work for other 
classes, eating, sleeping, failure to bring drafts to peer-review and disrespectful language are all 
examples of behavior that may result in dismissal from class or deductions from your 
participation grade.    
 
IN-CLASS WORK 
As discussed above, you are expected to come to class prepared and willing to participate in 
class discussion/activities. If during classroom discussion it becomes evident that students have 
not completed the reading assignment for that day, I reserve the right to introduce an in-class 
activity on the readings or classroom discussion. Moreover, these activities will take multiple 
forms: short in-class writings, group work, presentations etc.  This work will be graded as part of 
your participation grade.  You must be present for the in-class writings and quizzes to receive 
credit for them.  You cannot make them up. 
 
PREPARATION 
All assignments should be computer generated and professional in appearance.  This 
includes proper font, font size, formatting, ink quality and document appearance (double 
spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman, 1 inch margins, numbered pages.)  All multi-page 
documents handed in on paper will be stapled or a letter grade will be deducted.  All 
digital papers must be submitted in one of the following formats:  .doc; .docx; .PDF  
Papers submitted in a non-recognizable format will not be accepted.   
 
Bring two copies of drafts to all writing workshops.  Failure to do so will result in grade 
deductions and dismissal from class. 
  
Writing workshops are mandatory. If you miss a workshop, you must arrange a make-up 
session with your classmates. If your assignment has not been reviewed in workshop, I 
will not evaluate it.  
 
Drafts should be complete and polished, not "rough."  It is your responsibility to hold on 
to these reviewed drafts and turn them in with your final draft in order to receive full 
credit for the assignment.   
 
Submit all assignments by due date and time. No late assignments will be accepted for 
any reason.  If you are absent for any reason, your assignment is still due.  Papers will be 
submitted via the class E-learning site.  I will comment and return your papers through 
the same site.  Personal computer issues (hard drive crash, corrupted file, forgotten laptop 
etc.) are not acceptable excuses for turning in a paper late.  If E-Learning is not 
functioning properly the night your paper is due, you may print out the paper and turn it 
in on paper at the beginning of class without penalty.   
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Any request for an extension must be made in person prior to the due date.  
Documentation of conflicts will help you to persuade me into granting an extension as 
well as a proposed extended deadline.  Only one extension will be granted per paper. 
 
Email policies: Since this is a writing class, please be aware that your emails to me are a 
professional communication and should reflect proper spelling, grammar and etiquette.  
Please include proper salutations and a signature that includes your name, section number 
and email address. 
 
Please allow 24 hours for me to respond to any email query before sending a follow-up.   
 
I can not discuss grades, absences or other private information over email.  Please plan to 
attend office hours to discuss these matters.  You may email me to set up a meeting to 
discuss this information but I can not answer questions about your grades over the 
internet.   
 
PLAGARISM 
Plagiarism is a serious violation of the Student Honor Code (see link below). The Honor Code 
prohibits and defines plagiarism as follows: 

Plagiarism. A student shall not represent as the student’s own work all or any portion of 
the work of another. Plagiarism includes (but is not limited to): 
a.) Quoting oral or written materials, whether published or unpublished, without proper 
attribution. 
b.) Submitting a document or assignment which in whole or in part is identical or 
substantially identical to a document or assignment not authored by the student. 
University of Florida, Student Honor Code, 15 Aug. 2007 
<http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/honorcode.php> 

University of Florida students are responsible for reading, understanding, and abiding by the 
entire Student Honor Code. 
Important Tip: You should never copy and paste something from the Internet without providing 
the exact location from which it came, including the date cited.  You should NEVER cite 
Wikipedia as a source.   
 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR 
Please keep in mind that students come from diverse cultural, economic, and ethnic backgrounds. 
Some of the texts we will discuss and write about engage controversial topics and opinions.  
Diversified student backgrounds combined with provocative texts require that you demonstrate 
respect for ideas that may differ from your own. Disrespectful behavior will result in dismissal, 
and accordingly absence, from the class.  Harassments of any kind, foul language, name calling, 
or general disrespect will not be tolerated.   
 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Statement of Composition and Humanities credit 
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This course can satisfy the UF General Education requirement for Composition or 
Humanities. For more information, see: 
http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/advisinggened.html 
 
Statement of Writing (formerly Gordon Rule) requirement 
This course can satisfy the UF requirement for Writing. For more information, see:  
http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/advisinggordon.html 
 
Disability Services 
The University of Florida complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Students 
requesting accommodation should contact the Students with Disabilities Office, Peabody 202. 
That office will provide documentation to the student whom must then provide this 
documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation. 
For more information, see: http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/ 
 
Harassment 
UF provides an educational and working environment for its students, faculty, and staff 
that is free from sex discrimination and sexual harassment. For more about UF policies 
regarding harassment, see: 
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/studentguide/studentconductcode.php#s4041 
 
Learning Outcomes 
The student learning outcomes for this course are as detailed in the Undergraduate 
Catalog at http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/advisinggened.html#requirements 
 


