
Definition Argument Assignment: 900-1200 words; 100 points total 
Peer Review: Tuesday, February 23 (2 drafts to class) 
Due date: Thursday, February 25  
 
Write an essay defining a controversial term found in our theme of food. The term may 
be a part of the national discussion or a more personal topic.  Your argument may be a 
formal, operational, or example-based definition, but it must have specific criteria, strong 
evidence, and a thesis that demonstrates why your definition is necessary.  You must 
persuade the reader that your definition is correct while disproving the definitions of 
others. 
 
Possible examples:  

• Organic food,  
• local farms,  
• obesity,  
• healthy,  
• farmer,  
• green,  
• nutrition,  

• industrial farming,  
• food culture,  
• ideal body weight 
• drinking age 
• a specific genre of food culture 

(i.e. American food, Italian 
food).  

 
Feel free to choose one of these terms, or another term you are interested in.  Your paper 
is most likely to be successful if you care about your topic, and if it uses knowledge you 
already possess, on which you can build.   
 
Be sure to consider all sides of your topic, in order to better persuade your reader, and 
above all, be specific.  Attention to rhetorical method, style, and evidence are especially 
important for this assignment.  
 
You must successfully incorporate at least 1 external source into your essay, using 
proper MLA citation.  The source may be one of the essays we have read in class, or 
another source you find through your own research.  However, the source MUST be from 
a book, magazine, journal or newspaper and MAY NOT be a website.  Your paper must 
contain a Work Cited page which documents your source in MLA format.   Wikipedia is 
NOT an acceptable source, nor may you use a dictionary, printed or online, as your single 
source. 
 
Your grade for this essay will be based on your argument, thesis, support of your thesis, 
including at least 1 properly cited external source, your analysis and, of course, 
mechanics.   
 
Peer-Review: Every student will be expected to review, edit and provide feedback to 2 
of their peers.  If you are absent, you must complete these peer reviews on your own 
time.  Your final draft must show evidence of revisions based on appropriate peer 
suggestions and feedback 
 
 



 
An “A” paper will contain: 

• An original, thought-provoking, dynamic thesis  
• A clear, well-organized progression of claim, evidence, backing and responses to 

anticipated objections  
• Evidence that demonstrates the importance of the definition and what is at stake 
• Ideas that show you have considered your topic carefully and intensely 
• Exceptional use of style, and a nearly flawless use of proper grammar 
• A properly formatted MLA work cited page 
• 2 peer reviewed drafts and a final draft that demonstrates significant work and 

revision after the peer review session.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


